The next class of cases to which I shall advert are those in which carbonic acid, under certain morbid conditions, is decomposed on the surface, the carbon, uncombined, remaining on the skin. The extrication of carbon by perspiration is easily demonstrated by the colour of the linen when worn too long a time.
Free carbon is also deposited on the epidermis of old persons, particularly under the nails, and " where free access of oxygen is impeded ; for example, in the axilla and in the soles of the feet."
The most extraordinary instance of the production of carbon I have ever witnessed, is that of a young lady, who, having been in ill health for some years, from an affection of the heart, has now exudations of pure carbon on the skin round the orbits and about the mouth. It is washed off in the morning, but it reappears in the evening. When wiped away with a napkin, we are immediately struck by the black sooty appearance. In a word, this exudation has all the properties of the smoke collected from the flame of a lamp.
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